S T A T O K 


1. I A W A R e 



DfcPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

COVER nSLAWARE 19901 



PROCEDURE TO BE FOLLOl'JED IN APPROVINC DEGREE-GR/\NTI!;g 
_AUTHORITY TO INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION 


The following procedures are established by the State Board of Education 
and are to be followed by any institution seeking approval to incorporate 
and to grant a degree under Delaware Code, Title 8, J25: 

1. Authorities of the institution shall make forma) request 
to the State Board of Education, through its secretary, 
the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

2. The State Board of Education shall acknowledge receipt of 
the request and authorize the State Superintendent of 
Public Irstroction to assign personnel in the State 
Department of Public Instruction to execute the approval 
procedures. 

3. The Applicant Institution shall complete detailed applica¬ 
tion questionnaires and submit data as requested. 

4. An appropriate coiranittee shall be appointed bv the Superinten¬ 
dent of Public Instruction, upon recommendati.n of the designated 
Department of Public Instruction personnel, to serve as an 
evaluation committee to serve the State Bound of Education and 
the Applicant Institution from the time of application tlirough 
iinal approval. The committee .shall be compo.sud of persons 

from the State Department of Public T.nstruct ioii and other 
persons with experience in the field of higher education. 

Careful attention is to bo given in tb.e appointment of committee 
personnel to such specialities as may be required by the 
particular curricular offering of the institution concerned. 

The "specialty assignments" will be particularly important Lu 
the case of professional schools. 

5. Immediately upon receipt and review of the application materials, 
the committee shall prepare a res'orC to the State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction with a recismmendation to the State Board 

of Education. This recommendation shall be either to grant the 
institution status as a RGcognized Appilc.ant or to deny rectvTviit! on. 
The status c,i "Recognized Applicant" does not carry authorization 
no confer degrees. 
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6. Near the end of the first full school year of classes but prior 
to the close of classes, the institution shall file a progress 
report as described and requested by the conmittee. The 
evaluation committee will make an on-site visit to the insti¬ 
tution in order to verify the contents of the report and 
evaluate progress todate. A written report oi the committee's 
action is to be sent to the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction with recommendation for action by the State Board 
of Education. The recommendation in this case shall be either 
(a) to withdraw approval; or (b) to continue the status of 
Recognized Applicant along with a listing or any specific 
recommendations to be met by the institution; or (c) to grant 
the new status of Provlsional Approva1 . with the right to confer 
a degree. The status of "Provisional Approval" is to be granted 
only when, in the view of the evaluating committee, the institu¬ 
tion is developing, is of high quality, and shows the definite 
promise of being a successful institution as described. 

If the second alternative (b) shown above is recommended, there 
shall be a second progress report provided by the institution 
and a second on-site visit at such time as agreed upon by the 
institution and the committee, but no later than the end of the 
second full year of operation of the institution. The recommenda¬ 
tion accompanying this report shall be either to withdrav; approval 
of the institution; or to grant the status of "Provisional Approval." 

7. At a time one or two years following the graduation of the 
first class from the institution, on an occasion mutually 
agreed upon by the officials of the institution and the 
evaluation committee, the institution shall present a third 
progress report and the committee shall make an on-site visit. 

In the event that this planned visit is scheduled to occur at 
approximately the same time as that of a visit from the Commission 
on Higher Education of the Middle States Association of Colleges 
and Schools, or another appropriate specialized 

accrediting agency, it may be recommended to the Statu Board of 
Education that a favorable report by this visiting agency be 
accepted in lieu of a separate report and on-site visit from the 
evaluating committee. The recommendation on this occasion may 
be for final approval of the degree-granting authority of Che 
institution. 

8. The evaluation committeo should be discharged. 

9. If approval of the institution is denied at any of the cl^ree 
major steps described in this procedure, the institution shall 
have the right of appear to the State Board of Education but in 
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9. Such appeal v;l 11 be required to submit necessary evidence to 
show cause why approval should be granted or why temporary 
approval should be extended for a longer period of time. 

10. Any costs incidental to the evaluation and approval of a 
college, except the salary of personnel from the Delaware 
Public School System, shall be the responsibility of the 
Applicant Institution. 


HER/esn/mma 

Approved by State Board of Education, October 21, 1971 



